City of Allison Council Meeting 
Monday, March 24th, 2025
Regular Meeting:
Mayor Henrichs opened the regular meeting at 5:30 P.M. and asked for a roll call. Council members present Bangasser, Galey, Henning, Heuer, and Stirling. Also present: Coby Bangasser, Trent Striling, Chris Graser, Joe Conlon, Deb McWhirter, Mark Anderson, and Zeb Stanbrough. Henning made a motion to approve the agenda with a second by Galey.  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Open Forum:  
Council member Bangasser brought up a comment that was made to her regarding the Cemetery and the Ambulance/Fire Department building. The flagpole at the cemetery needs some work, and it was requested that a flag be put out there and kept out there year-round. It was also requested that a flag be put back up at the Ambulance/Fire Department and kept up year-round as well. The council is going to reach out to a couple of people to get bids on making some updates to the flagpole at the Cemetery, get some lighting for the flags, and get a couple of flags for these areas to have the flags put up. More information will come on this as it becomes available. 

Joe Conlon and Deb McWhirter representing the Park came and let the council know that they have reached out to the same person who completed the lodge flooring to do the bath house flooring as well. 1/3 of the cost for this will come from the memorial fund for the park and the remaining balance will come out of the park budget. While the floors are getting done, they will also be working to get prices to start purchasing some high-rise toilets and handlebars to update the bathhouses. They also let the Council know that they met with Chuck Clemen who applied for the camp host position at Wilder’s and offered him the position. It was decided that he will be paid $12 per hour for 20 hours per week. Lastly, they told the council that more rock is being put down on the weekend camping loops and that their hope for next year is to rock the drive around loops for the seasonals. 

City Engineer Zeb Stanbrough, representing Clapsaddle Garber, came and let the council know that there will be a street recon meeting for the upcoming street project at 1:00 p.m. on April 1st at City Hall (502 Locust Street). He also let the council know that they reviewed the sanitary line that we were having issues with on Cherry Street in which they found that the line in question has some variations, but from manhole to manhole it is set at the standard. There was some concern as there was some rock seen in there from the televising footage. The rock was suspected to have gotten in there from a manhole lid being moved, or through the service line. At this time, Public Works are going to continue monitoring the issue and see what the next couple weeks brings. Further discussion will take place on this as we work to find out what is causing the rock and what needs to be done to fix this.

The council reviewed the water shut off list and made the decision to have Chris call the few that were on the list to let them know that they will need to get payment to us by Friday the 28th. If payment is not received, they will be shut off on Monday the 31st. 

City Clerk Alexis Wiegmann let the Council know that she received an update on the water meters. At this time, the water meters have been delivered to the City Shed, and Ferguson Neptune said that they are looking to come in to install them starting early to mid-May. 

Consent Agenda:
Motion by Bangasser with a second by Heuer to approve the consent agenda which was as follows:  
Approve Minutes from meeting on 03/10/2025.
Approve Building permit for Kylie Krauss – 264 Birch Street – Fence
Approve Building permit for Dale and Vicki Schoneman – 620 Walnut Street – Porch/deck
Approve the Class C retail alcohol license for Top of Iowa Lucky Wife LLC for the fair. 
Approve special class C permit BW0098269 for the Butler County Fair.  
Ayes: All. Nays: None. Motion carried.

New Business:
Mark Anderson, representing ICAP, came and talked to the council about renewing with ICAP. Last year we paid ICAP $53,392.00 and the quote for renewal came in at $54,747.00. When looking through the renewal packet, the Council questioned whether the 2 sets of playgrounds need to be included for damage since they are already covered for liability. City Clerk, Alexis Wiegmann is going to send the 2 items in question to Mark to see what it would bring the cost down to if these were taken out. Therefore, it was decided to approve the renewal in the amount up to $54,747.00.

Motion by Bangasser with a second by Stirling to approve the ICAP insurance renewal invoice up to the amount of $54,747.00. Ayes: All. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Mark also brought up the City’s cyber security coverage which is currently at $250,000. The quote provided would bring the coverage up to $1,000,000. This coverage would cover the city if their computers got locked out and the cyber attackers wanted ransom to unlock them. This would allow for insurance to cover bringing someone in to get them unlocked and everything back to how it should be. That being said, with the city having to switch their software over to the cloud, the council decided that additional coverage would be a good idea. The current coverage at $250,000 costs $384.00 and upgrading to $1,000,000 coverage would bring the total city contribution to $1,042.00. That being said, the total renewal amount plus the 1,042.00 would bring the total ICAP renewal amount to $55,789.00 which is still less than the 10% that was projected for budgeting. 

Motion by Bangasser with a second by Galey to approve the quote for increasing our cyber security limit and approve the contribution amount of $1,042.00. Ayes: All. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Henning with a second by Stirling to approve the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the ICAP member proxy. Ayes: All. Nays: None. Motion carried.

The Council viewed the IDOT ROW permit application and detour map for the bridge work that is going to begin mid-April. 

The City Clerk talked to the Council and let them know that Ahler’s & Cooney is not taking on additional City’s at this time. The Council then decided that they would like to meet with a couple of different attorneys to find the best fit for the city. 

When working on the budget, the council looked at whether $50,000 could be fit into the budget to finance a mini excavator, skid loader, and skid loader attachments, and purchase a new trailer, and plasma cutter. The $50,000 was able to be worked in to the budget for this, and the Council approved moving forward with the purchase of a mini excavator, skid loader, skid loader attachments, and a plasma cutter. 

Motion by Bangasser with a second by Galey to move forward with purchasing a mini excavator, skid loader, skid loader attachments, and a plasma cutter; and to work on getting the financing completed for the mini excavator, skid loader, and skid loader attachments at 0% APR through Van Wall Equipment. Ayes: All. Nays: None. Motion Carried.
 
Motion by Bangasser with a second by Stirling to approve renewing the pool registration/license. Ayes: All. Nays: None. Motion Carried.

The Council was presented with the updated numbers for the budget and reviewed the documents.

Motion by Bangasser with a second by Henning to approve Resolution #25-03.6 – Resolution setting the date of April 14th, 2025, at 5:15 p.m. fir the public hearing on the budget adoption for FY 2026. Ayes: All. Nays: None. Motion Carried.
Old Business:
The City’s holiday schedule was discussed, and it was decided that Veteran’s Day would be removed from the holiday list and that Christmas Eve would be added. A resolution making this official will be on the next agenda on April 14th, 2025. 

City Clerk Alexis Wiegmann talked with the council regarding software for utility billing and financials. It was decided that we will stay with gWork’s for another year and try out the cloud through them as this is who we currently use. The pricing will be locked in at $9,600.00 for next year through the deal that they are currently offering through the end of March. 

Motion by Henning with a second by Bangasser to approve signing with gWork’s to lock in the $9,600.00 pricing and to continue with their software in the cloud for next year. Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.

Adjournment:
Motion by Henning with a second by Bangasser to adjourn at 6:43 p.m.  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.


____________________________
Scot Henrichs - Mayor


________________________
Attest:  Alexis Wiegmann – City Clerk
